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NESSELRODE

Nepotis vitas (1839), and Eng. trans, by J. C.
Rolfe (Loeb Library 1929).

NERI, St PMMp (1515-95), Italian founder
of the Oratory, was born at Florence. He
betook himself In his eighteenth year to
Rome, and for many years spent most of his
time in works of charity and instruction, and
in solitary prayer. In 1551 he became a
priest, and gathered around him a following
of disciples which in 1564 became the
Congregation of the Oratory and received
the approbation of the pope. Here Philip
died, May 25, 1595. He was canonized with
Ignatius Loyola and others in 1622. Philip's
literary remains consist of a few letters (1751)
and some sonnets. The best Life was by
Bacci (1622; trans, ed. by F. W. Faber, 1849;
new ed. 1902). A popular biography is by
Mrs Hope (1859); see also Lffe by Arch-
bishop Capecelatro (trans. 2nd ed. 1894),
and works by L. Ponnelle and L. Bordet
(Eng. trans. 1932), V. J. Matthews (1934) and
T. Maynard (Milwaukee 1946).

NERNST, Walther Hermann (1864-1941),
German physical chemist, was born in
Briesen In W. Prussia and died in Berlin.
Nernst became professor of Chemistry in
Gottingen (1891) and in Berlin (1905). In
1925 he became director of the Berlin
Physical Institute. In 1906 he proposed the
heat theorem (third law of thermodynamics).
He also investigated the specific heat of
solids at low temperature in connection with
quantum theory, and proposed the atom
chain-reaction theory in photochemistry. He
was awarded the Nobel prize for chemistry
for 1920.

NERO (A.D. 37-68), Roman emperor from
A.D. 54 to 68, was born at Antium, son of
Cneius Domitius Ahenobarbus and of the
younger Agrippina, daughter of Germanicus.
His mother became the wife of the Emperor
Claudius, who adopted him (50). After the
death of Claudius (54) the Praetorian Guards
declared him emperor. His reign began with
good promise, but owing to the baleful
influence of his mother and his own moral
weakness and sensuality, he soon plunged
headlong into debauchery, extravagance and
tyranny. He caused Britannicus, the son of
Claudius, to be poisoned, and afterwards
murdered his mother and his wife Octavia.
In July 64 occurred a great conflagration in
Rome, by which two-thirds of the city was
burned. Nero is stated to have been the
incendiary; and we are told that he admired
the spectacle from a distance, reciting verses
about the burning of Troy. But he found a
scapegoat in the Christians, many of whom
were put to death with unheard-of cruelties.
He rebuilt the city with great magnificence,
and reared on the Palatine Hill a splendid
palace; but in order to provide for his
expenditure Italy and the provinces were
plundered. A conspiracy against Nero in 65
failed, and Seneca and the poet Lucan fell
victims to his vengeance. In a fit of passion
he murdered his wife Poppaea, by kicking
her when she was pregnant. He then
offered his hand to Antonia, daughter of
Claudius, but was refused; whereupon he
caused her to be put to death, and married
Statilia Messallina, after murdering fee*1

husband. He also executed or banished
many persons distinguished for integrity and
virtue. His vanity led him to seek distinction
as poet, philosopher, actor, musician and
charioteer. In 68 the Gallic and Spanish
legions, and after them the Praetorian Guards
rose against him to make Galba emperor.
Nero fled to the house of a freedman, four
miles from Rome, and saved himself from
execution by suicide, June 11, 68. See W.
Wolfe Capes, Early Roman Empire. Merivale's
Romans under the Empire, the Life by B. W.
Henderson (1903), and works by M. P.
Charlesworth (1939). C. M. Franzero (1954),
G. Walter 11957).
NERUDA, (1) Jao fl834-91), Czech writer,
bom in Prague, began as a disciple of
Romanticism but developed into the foremost
classical poet in modern Czech literature.
He is also known for some excellent prose
and drama.
(2) Madame.   See HALLE.
NERVA, M. Coccelos (c. 32-98), Roman
emperor, was elected in A.D. 96. He intro-
duced liberal reforms and died in 93. See
B. \V. Henderson Five Roman Emperors
(1927).
NERVAL, Gerard de, properly Gerard
Labrunie (1808-55), French writer, was
born at Paris. He published at twenty a
translation of Faust. Desultory work, a love-
affair, fits of restless travel, of dissipation,
of gloom and of insanity, and death by his
own hand, sum up the story of his life.
Nervai wrote admirably alike"in prose and
verse. But his travels, criticism, plays and
poems are less interesting than his fantastic
short tales, the Conies et Faceties (1852), the
semi-autobiographic series of Filles du feu
(1856) and La Scheme galante. See works
by Arvede Barine (1897), Gauthier Ferrieres
(1906), Aristide Marie (1914), R. Bizet
(1928), A. Beguin (1936), L. H. Sebillotte
(1948), S. A. Rhodes (1951), and the Fort-
nightly, December 1897.
NERVI, Pier Lulgi (1891- ), Italian archi-
tect, graduated as an engineer and set up as
a building contractor. He designed Palmero
railway station (1946), the sports palace in
Vienna ^ (1956) and achieved an international
reputation by his designs for the Olympic
stadii in Rome (I960), in which a bold and
imaginative use is made of concrete in roofing
in the large areas. In i960 he was awarded
the gold medal of the R.I.B. A. and was made
Hon. LL.D. of Edinburgh University.
NESBIT, Edith, maiden and pen name of
Mrs Hubert Bland, fro to 1917 Mrs Thomas
Tucker (1858-1924), English writer, bom in
London, educated at a French convent, who
began her literary career by writing poetry
but is perhaps best remembered for her
children's stories, which reacted against the
namby-pamby moralizing then prevalent and
have remained popular to the present day.
Among them are The Treasure Seekers (1899),
The Would-be Goods (1901), Five Children
and It (1902) and Railway Children (1906),
of which the last-named was highly successful
as a television serial.
NESSELRODE, Karl Robert, Count, -ro'de
(1780-1862), Rtissian diplomatist, was born
at Lisbon, son of the Russian ambassador*